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POR THE INQUIRER. 
FULSE TEACHERS. 
Tie Apostle Peter has given so clear a delineation of 


Ice teachers. whic! 


» “Cem sulhoyent, that they m1 


‘ 
; 


wht readily be distia- 
- but Peter is oot the only disciple of our lord! 
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will bear in every age, thatit would, 5 & 
| When this is elected, the work is 
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an scen ereeping into houses, in the absence of the hus- 
band and father, rely upon it, they are false teachers.— 
After having got ¢ leverly in, they Commence their Gece ps 
tions, by fawning, hining, and whimpenng ; then pro- 
uform the good Woman and iti daughters of the 
value of their souls; that while they remaia im an 
unconverted state, they are momently in dange rot gomg 
in this way, they soon get silly women c¢ rying.— 
more then hall ac arn 


they then pre ceed, much as they have a miod, 


ceed to: 


, hell. 


| lishe d; > 


who has distinctly pouited them out. ‘The false prophets {| They are bed « ‘aptive at the wall wnd pleasure of the ercep- 
nder (he Jewish Ispens ition, and the talse teachers imu « deceivers. The peace und qguct ale Lagpy twiily is 
the priuaiive etcs of ChrieUcaity, practised smnlas Trauds |} siroyed. It is not uncommon alter these creeptag mio +e 
and dec plious, «as do those of modern mes ; yet thos ments, awakenings, revivals, OV, ag they say, whe! the 


ofthe present day, have put the aucionts far in the back 


Lord has made bare his arm for the salvation of the eicct, 


round. Ito witness the de plorable ecenc of ch Orly, and all social 

In the Apostolic age, false teachers privily brought in atections, destroye d, leaving but a wree k behind. In this 
lamuable heresies ; they denied the Lord that bought! aanner they turn the grace of our God into lase IVIOUSHESS, 
them , tuey y spoke evilof tie way of truth, by reason of | aba deny the only Lod God, and our Lord Jesus ¢ rit. 
which me any followed ; pernicious Ways; they nude} FRANK. 
merchansdize of thei follo Wels, throu igh covetut sie ss eT 
they crept in, unawares ; they turne 1 the grace \ { cut FOR THE IN@UINER. 
Goa into fasciviousness 3 they denied the only Lord God,} ; 
vad our Lord Jesus Christ.—VThese were but a small part | Mr. Editor, 

i ae! r Rot revi | During the Jast session of the Superio r Court ib 

b cbers adhe re more firmly to their damnable | this city, ] called in, to witness the trial of some of those 


tens sat the present cay, than in former times. hey 
‘o not now hesitate to tell their tre mbling hearers p lamly, 
that, had they had their deserts, they long ago would have 
heen in hell, there to have remaine ‘d under the vindictive 
vrath ofan angry God, unendingly. ‘They deny the Lord 
that boueht them, and tet their hearers to “work their pas- 
sage to heaven. This, they inform them, is very easily 


vilveted. Ii they will join a Vract, C ent, Potatoe- Field, 
Kag-Gag, or sume other popular sett ious - Missio any 
ociet read, and dis tribute their tracts ; drop cents } ib- 


erally tutoJdbeir boxes 3 give a tle aie of potatoes ; or throw 
protiasely old fags into their ba > &C. &e. they will assur- 

diy go to heaven, notwithstand ing their bei ing irrevocal bly 
Hepes obated by God, to unending torments. 

They vow ‘bol ily deny the truth, that Christ isthe Sav- 
iour of the world, or that any one will be happy in a fu. 
ure state, unless they ex perie nee a change. .fuaden!y 
“n awakening is got up, and acity, town, or village, is in! s 
OM UPTORE ; wee ping, wailing, and gnashing of teeth re- 
sound ip their nightly conference and pray ef mace tines 5 
whilet many follow their pernicious ways, be@eme tran tie Z 
ond pat an end to their own existence, ofthat of their 
nearest and dearest Connexious. Like the Aesohating wur- 
nceone, alter ifs fury is spent, a scene of dePastation and 
ruins presented, so, those who follow the pernicious ways 
of tulse teachers cause grief, lamen tation, mourning and 
woe. 

Iulse teachers ¢ arry on their merchandise much more 
briskly now, than in former times. The ¥ are extending 
their tr atfic, at the present time, into eve ry quarter of the 
«lobe. Through the Missionary scheme the y compass sen 
aud land, tomake proselytes, "At home and abroad they 
craw theiv subsistence from their terrife d, deluded follow. 
ers. They tel] them, th ey had Letter part with the "h s- 
sarive of life, than lose their own souls ; while they have 
8: the least sc tuple to take their fact ec: “nt, ra old 

ags and all. 

Valse te K yi 5 by their creeping r practice, are as easily 
Jistinguished now, as eve Vhee long phatisa . 
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unfortuna * beings, whose crimes had brought them belore 
the bar of justice.— Ore poor being who approa ached near 
ito idiocy, was brought forward, on a charge oi burglary 5 
and as the acts charged were admitte d by the co unsel for 
the prisoner, | listened with attention to the plea that 
should be made in his defence. 4 confess | was much pleas- 
ped with the learned inge nuity and eloquence oj the gentle- 
‘incon who were counsel for the prisoner. ‘The principles 
lwhich they laid down, and urged as the ground on which 
l their client should be ac quitted, were undoubte dly correct; 

| put i in anjtting their correctness, my mind was necessa- 
j rily led to the inquiry— Will not this reasoniig apply jn 
ispirityal, as wal).as temporal things? If se, the thought 
‘ctrack me, that these gentlemen’s reasoning at the har, 
was probably at variance with their religious sentiments ; 
and the principles on which they rehed for the acquittal of 
their client, if admitted in their religious system, would 
sap its very foundation, and prove it false. 

One ge ntle man. in addressing the Jury, stated, that ail 
P wunishment was intended to effect one of two en de or pur- 
‘poses. First—As an example to deter others from the 
commission of crime ; or, Secondiy—for the correction of 
| the offender. He then directed the attention of the Jury 
to the prisoner, and asked the question— Whether tlhe pun- 
ishment of such a man. could be an example to communi- 
ty--or, whether punishment could operate on that poor 
being as a correction? If not, it were worse than useless 
to punich. Now, as all law, both of God and of man, is 
or ought to be founded on reason and justice, all punish- 
ment connected with the divine law, must be for the same 
ends and purposes, viz. either to hold up ao example, for 
the purpose of deterring others from crimes, or the emen- 
dation or correction of the offender. 

Admitting this just principle in law, we will inguire, 
whether endless misery, or punishment, can effect either of 
these ends? First—Can endless punishment be consider- 
ed as anexample, detering others from the commission of 
lcrime? The answer is—No. Yor in order for punish- 
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roent te operate ae an example, itmust be intlieted where 
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erime is committed, and where those to be deter- | tice, and experience has pronounced them whole- 
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ed cen have occalar demonstration of the pinis' |some, good, and wise, and every crime 1s meas- 
hind ment. According to the Caivinistic theory, the fared by the capacity of the offender to discera b« 
a crime is committed in this world, bat is pnaished[tween right and wrong, and exonerates from pun- 
a) ry in another. fur oat of the reach of our sight, andjishment all who are destitut vot this eng y; 
ida beyond the reach of our knowledge ; nor shall ptt possible we can believe th ul the Law of God is 
Bee we see or know any thing abont it notibtt is too}so directly opposite, that infant. should be the 
! : late to have any etlect, as an ex —— [It cannot ee cts of peace in his kingdom, and ever 
; be believed. that the example of pumshment willlthose who have scarcely breathed the vital air, 
de aecessary to prevent the comurrsion of criunes|subjeet to eternal burning ? Yet how often has it 
in another world. For the saved being assimilat te asserted, that Invert is of children wall | 
ed to the divine nature. and m ule Nike unto God, vnally miseratle, Shoal! you cousider Chese 
cannot have that disposition to sin. that will re- » marks as worthy a place in your paper, they 
quire the iorce ot ex Vinny be , 0 preve nt their com- pare al your service, Peer 
Wil tts ig Crimes. | JUSTITIA, 
Secondly—Can endless punishment effect the | out 
was’ ition or correction oi the offender 2 4 te | FOR Ti INQUINER. 
answer again is—No. it would be an absurdity! Herein ts love, not that we loved God, but tha 
to say, that panisimeat corrected or amendedthe| he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propetia- 
punished, and yet continue to panish himthrough| toa for our sins.” ** We love hia because he 
all eternity. {, then, the iaw of God is as just] jirst loved us.” 1 John, iv. 10. 19. 
ani! reasonable, as the laws of man, endless mun Thus sath John. Not so modern theologists 
2 ishment cannot be true, as it cannot effect cither| Chey say, that we love him froma fear ef his 
of these pul poses—example or correction, rath, and the torments: of « verbastin r fre mn hell, 
The other gestleman, in behalfofthe prisoner [If we are not told so in plain words—yet the 
: »bserved to the jury, thatthe law could not pon twrath of God and the pains of h oH} are described 
the act, or crime, but the motive wine hh pro-}io usin slowing colours, embellished with all the 
L% suced the act. For instance—an idiot. or alorts of oratory. in describing their elects : for 
e: | tunatic, might commit homicide, but could not parthe purpose of turning us from (he love of sm to 
Ba, punished as a murderer, because be posses-ed . the love of God. We, indeed, are commanded to 
Fog not that moral capacity to distinguish betwixt) ltove our enemies, to bless themihat curse us, Kc, 


“pa it was very often difficult to determine how 


tight and wrong ; andso very slight the difference vet vet, we never believed that we ought to love 
r hem because they are our enemres, por : om the 


far aman was euilt y. Ifthe gentleman’s reason-|fear of any bad effects which, otherwise, might 
“atom was correct, which ja readily admitted, and proceed from them—but because “hog are the 


men are only punishable according to the capaci: |C hildren of one common parent with us, who is 
ty they have of distinguishing between mght andjgood to all, and whose tender mercies extend 
wrong, this reasoning applied to religions theory,{over all his works-—and becanse they are belov- 
must at once destroy the idea of the infinite na-jed by the same being who loves us, and who will 
ture ofsin. The iniinite nature of sin, has been|tinally gather us together in happiness and peace 
attempted to be proved, from the dignity or per-|where all tears shall he wiped away from out 
fection of the Law, which required perfect obedi eyes ; and where sighing and serrow shall bi 
ence ; or from the dignity of the character of the known no more. Our modern se li styled orth 
Laweiver. Bat if the avove reasoning may be|dox teach ns. that God loves these who leve him, 
used in divinity, all these attempts to prove sinj and that he hates those who do not love him.--- 
INFINITE, fall to the ground, as sin must be meas-| This much we assure them, that they fad no 





ured by the men rer capacity of thesubject, not by proof of any such doctrine in wel Bible.  [t has 
the periection of the Law, nor the dig gnity of the been cunning! ly devised by thos persons te 0 
Lawgiver. creep into houses and lead capiive ‘silly wome 

rh 


Phe honorable judge gave support to this mode|laden with sins ; and by those persons, who make 
of reasGning, in giving the case to the jury. Helimerchandize of the ¢ gospel. The Bible teaches’ 
laid down as law, that all crimes committed byja very different doctrine—it teaches us, that 
persons under seven veurs of age, were not pun-|*S God is love.” 1 John, iv. &. 16—that ** He, 
ishable by law. Because the law considered all] (1. e. Chri-t.) is the propitiation for our sins, an¢é 
under that age as not possessed of that moral ca-jvot forours only, batalso for the sins of the whole 
pacity necessary to distinguish between right andjsvorld”’ 1 John, it. 2 —and, that ‘‘the Lord is 
wrong ; from seven to fourteen it was donbtfuljvood to all, and his tender mercies are over all 
whether they were, or were not possessed of that} his works.” Ps. exiv. 9. 

capacity. ‘The counsel for the defendant might What, is Christ the propitiation for the sins ¢ f 
therefore, urge that they were not, and proci|‘he whole world ’—Are all sins washed ont in his 
might be brought to that end, in their favor.— {blood 7—Who, then, shall suffer ?—Who will be 
Now if human laws are founded in reason and jus- thts enemies ”? 
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The subject which gave rise to these remarks, —SéiphoBb mpronis s—and several o 
is aa account published tn the Christian Reposi sembled by their respective delegates, t Au- 
tory. and copied inte the Christian Secretary, of burn, the 10th of July, and organized uy thal bame 
the 3tst August) The acconrt ts briefly this— of the © Caveca Brancn Associarion.’’—Br. 
Game yeurs aco, a person, resiting in the townof- J. 8. Fligler presided as Moderator, and four ser 
p———- W-————-r W——-k—e, was accustomed mons were delivered, to the accept 


nee of a very 
io read a portion of Seriptare every morning, hamerous congregation, by Mesers. § Potier—1 
ied then ta address the throne of divine grace. — Foster—S. R. Smith, ane J. 8. Flagler —Jaly 12. 
Ai first, his afbers prospered, but bis business in- visited and preached in Scipio, toan attentive and 
er acing, he fe it it bis duty te attend upon his ens- respectable congregation. This society, aftes 
comers—he omitted his duty one day, by reasoa straggling with a series of mi-fortunes, is now 
ofthe press of his business, and soon he >neclect emerging into notice. Dr. Flagler resides there 
ed his dnty entirely. la ashort time the barbin- and ministers to them. They are making ar- 
cer of de th entered his house—two of his chil. rangements to erecta place of wors! ip, Which 
dren anda nep ew sere scatched trom him. By will donbiless be effected the coming year. 

this judgement of God, he was strack with a just Sunday, July 14. Preached in Auburn—the 


sense of the neglect of his cuty—he returned to congregation too sarge for the house. Here it is 


od. and read daily a portion of the Scriptures, also contemplated to build a church—in no place 
id offered up pravers to the throne of mercy— can one be more needed, both for convenience 
ind his affairs ee 3 red as forme: hy. and the promotion of trath—many he ing desirous 
Ifwe follow the account of this man throuch ifs of a seat in the meeting, who —_ cannot comfor 


mazes and intricate windings, we shall see that ably enjoy that privilege, and who wall Cherefore. 
his cevetioa in the latter part did not proceed, accommodate themselves rags fumibbes where they 
roma right principle « of gratitude imp danted inican have this convenience. Br. f. Whitnall ba 
the heart—and the following queries naturally industrionsly labored, ne been deservediy suc- 
arise. Did this man’s devotion proceed from a,ces-ful tn this nlace, 
correct sonree ?) Did it spring from gratitude for| Sunday, July 21. Delivered three discourses 
the many favors he had received at the hands of, af the Conrt-House, in Watertown, Jefferso: 
God? Waaitthe fruit of love inthe heart et icounty. ‘Che house crowded to overflowing with 
wards God?) Did he love and pray to Ged. e-| ve ry attentive and inquiring heareis.—In_ this 
cause God first loved him? In a word—was il place, less than two years since, the doctrine otf 


actuated by those principles which breathe love junive rsal erace and salvation was scare ely | known 
ond good will towards his Creator and allmen ?-~|——now, a re spec table society is formed, aod many 
ifthe old maxim holds true, that “ actions sat ak , without fear or shame, but with gratitude ar ud yoy 
louder than words,”’ this man, so far from loving believe and prof, ss this glo: ious ti uth. At this 


God, because God first loved him, turned to God place, an association of brethren have ondurtekl 
because he afflicted him. And fear, instead of the patronage, and issued the Prospectus of a pe- 
tove and gratitnde towards his Creator, was the’ a al religions Paper, entitled * Vike Heral ld of 
cause of his devotion, if devotion it m: ry be called. | Salvation. ”___ Br. P. Morse preaches two Sundays 
ind it is evident that this man was actuated by in weer mouth at this place, with wel! merited ap- 
sellish motives, and that his praise proceeded probation. 

from fear rather than from love and that it was! The fourth Sanday, July 28, preached twice 
atended as a preventive of further misfo tune m Hende rson—administered the Supper of bread 
and afflictions. It is such praise, as the Turkish |and wine, toa goodly number ; and held a lecture 
Janisaries and Pachas receive, from those, who atevening, in Adams ; having the preceding week 
groan under their despotism, ‘which cannot but spoken at Brownville, ! Sackett’s Harbor, and El. 


} 
operate with disgust upon the rations! mind. lisburgh. ‘The latter place is favored with the 
Tite IsDRPENDENT Ex ,MINER. exp srence and sound minis try of } Br. C. G. Par- 

— sons. 
FOR THE INQUIRER. August 14,15. Attended a General Confer- 
w-Hartford, N.Y. Sent. 20, 1822. fence at Onondaga West Hill.—Previous, and in 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE ‘* INQUIRER.” relation to this meeting the following circumstan- 


Dear Sir.—Believing that any information rel-|ces transpired—perfectly evinsive of the spirit of 


ative tothe progress of divine truth, will be not;anti-christ, and too often exercised in the same 
only gratifying to yourself, but interesting and | way—at the xpense of truth. 

useful 'o your numerous readers, [transmit you} A Mr. Clifts, in behalf of the Universalists, ask- 
a brief jour. of several short toute in this coun-!ed permission of the trustees of the Presbyterian 
try tie present season. It having been recom-|society, to use their church for the conference. 
mended at the last meeting ofthe ‘* Western As-| This was granted, and notice given in the News- 
sociation,” to several societies of Believers, to/ paper, printed in that vicimty. On the appear 
orzanize Branch Associations, accordingly the fol-|ance of this notice, the Trustees before alluded 


lowing societies in Auburn—Marcellus-—Mentz |to. gave further notice-——tha!, as Trustees, they 
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"4 had never ctven their consent for the ocerpancs Wiat then, shall we say—that revelation, the 
bn. of the epg 1 C. then cave another pot ‘uthor of which is perfect, ts less certain and per- 
i explanatory of the former, aad accompanied it fect than the institutions of man No one wall 
27 with certificates signed by three respectable wit- be so so presumptuous as tonssert this. How then 
r, nesses, who certified that they Were present at, can it be aces ed for, that mankind. both th 
ni the time of making the request, and that povmt a ni ed and eh cata have differed <0 wide- 
tai sion tooceupy the house wus given.— This ended ty in their opivions concerning what is called the 
! the cispute-—-and the Episcopal Hovse, peatand Christian system? ff revelation is not justly 










convenient, was generously opened for the ae-!chargeable with ol curity or mystery, as we thir if 
commadation of the numerous assembly. Asmall we have demonstrated, how can tins phenome non 
charch haa been organized at this place. who re- explained?) Will at be said, that those prinet- 
ceive the affectionate labours of Br. J. F pies and fecaltics of reasoning and investigation 
From the foregoing, youare apprised that there which man possesses, fill him, when apphed to 
: is a hearing ear, in this section: and i che it has‘ this salject /-—one which, above all others, it js 
pleased God to manifest his truth among ns, to te important that he should be able to examine wilh 
joy of the believing, and the terror of the inter-'clearness and discrimination? ‘Uhis will not tr 
ested advocates of partial grace. claimed. How then, can we account fer the b 
Believe me, as ever iwilderment of the human understanding, the ¢ 
STEPHEN R. Saat t ti, iecordcunt ang conta é } rgo nh or be ire seer. idle 
i Rev. R. Carrique. theology ? er v 6 it. that upon asabject, which, 
£ —= jbeing a communication from God for Mia prystyvic 
is OR THY IN ition and h ss Of ibis creatures, u mecessa 
ne Of the explication of the Seriptures, pris he more simple nd intellible than any et} 
pe. 4. (No. 13. Continued from page 190.) rer, mat nd have hecn more bewildered, ar ! 
a ; We have something more to say upon the sub. fered more, than about allcthers 2? There can 
‘a ject of school divinity. Itseems to bave been ai be but one explanation of Us phenomenon, which 
hi : str ange error, which originated at an early perie| tas already boon intimated, 
- od ofthe church, and from the same cause (hat ‘Phe theologians have attempted fo be wise be 
Y produced the general corrmption of Chri-tianity,| yond what was wiitten ; they have attempted to 
7 the philosophising Christian Fathers—that the!discover what was not to be tound, to explain 
Christian religion must consist of a sysfem of the-\what had not been communicated, and to de tine 
as ology. Mankind appear inthe first place to have| what had no existence. Their essen tal er 
ts considered it as a thing of course, or a self evi jror,as we have already remarked, appears to be 
Ri dent truth, that Christianity contains a system not}a supposition that Christianity must necessari}s 
























only of faith, or dogmas, but of worship, cceremo- 
nies, ordinances, and even of church government : 
and they have then preceeded to wrangle and 
quarrel with ose another, as to what this -vstem | 
is ; and after the lapse of eighteen centuries they 
are no more agreed than they were at first ; but 
on the conirary, as every succeeding age gives 
rise to new sects, all of which enteriain different 
and nove! notions, it is evident that instead of| 
any approximation towards an agreement having| 
been mace, the difference is constantly increas- 
ing. It is certainly very extraordinary, that, if 
Christianity consisted of a system of faith, of wor- 
ship, and of ordinances, that after the lapse of 





upon the subject, the principles of this system, 
could not have been discovered and detined in a 
manner so accurate and satisfactory as to have se- 
cured the concurrence and assent of the whole 
Christian world. What would be thought of any 
human law or institution, as imperfect as they a 


eighteen hundred years, and the immense labor, 'be right, therefore, 
research, and learning, which has been bestowed | 


and ovdinan 
revelation t 


contain a sysiem of faith, worship. 
They take it for granted, that 
the communication of a system ate! 
then n attempt to discover what this system is, Ali 
admit that there ix great difficulty in discovering 
and defining it, but few, whilst perplexing them- 
selves to so little purpose, seem to bave thought 
that no such system existed , that bad 
heen communicated ; that it formed no part at 
Christianity. 

Every sect must have their system of divinity, 
their articles of faith, their forms of worshi ip, OF 
dinances, &c. ‘These all differ ; many of them 
in their fundamental principles. They cannot o// 
but they may all be wrong 
What are these systems of divinity, all differing 
from each other, and all differing still more ioton 
the gospel? Each claims that their system is iden- 
tical with Christianity,i.e. that itis only a just ex- 
position of the Christian system, and consequent- 
ly that all other systems are erroneous, so far as 
sjthey differfrom theirs. Now this claim, which 


ces. 


of cogmis, 


none 













which, after the expiration of several wat of 
discussion, experience, and practice, should re- 
main so much a subject of dispute and uncertain- 
ty, that no two persons could scarcely be found 
who entertained the same sentiments concern- 
ing it ? 


is made by all sects, cannot be well founded but 
with one, for if Christianity consists of a system 

of faith and worship, this system must be one and 
indivisible, entire and complete, and every way 
worthy of its divine author ; so that that denomt- 
nation which has discovered and embraced this 
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-yetem are the only trae church, the only true, source of all the. persecutions which the world 
clievers, the only orthodox Christians ; all the has experienced, The Papists have always main- 
‘est ire erroneous and heretical ina greater or tained, that there is but one true church-—that we 

















icss degree, in proportion as they differ from this: do not read of churches—which troe chureh thes 
standard oftruth. Thisis the prince iple which all are ; and conse quently they consider all othe: 
sects have recognized and ac ted upon, and hence charches as false, an 1d that their votaries are her 
the *pirit with which they have denednoul and'etics, who deserve and will receive infinitely 
raec uted each other, as achismatics and here-: creater damnation than Pagans, who hare not en- ! 
ries. each charging the other with having corrup- joyed the light of the gospel. And this position 
ted Christian ity. And if the Scriptures contain 3 notonly plausibly, but 1s indisputable, and a re- | 
4 system of doginas and of worst! ip, this principle cessary conclusion, from the principle that Chiis- 
is undouhtedly correct ; there conld be bat one -tianity consists of a system of fatih, the belicf of 
irae system of theology, and that would be Pog aeons is necessary to salvation. 
one which was revealed. But this principle re- So aheurd and so destructive have been thecon- } 
duces Christianity Q very narrow limits, as neue joogques ces of regarding C hrist tanity as consisting 
con he admitted to be Christians, but the believ-‘of a metaphysical system of doguas. ‘Phese ab- 
ors in the trne system, thatis, in the system com- |surdities and consequences are sufficient to demon- i] 
nonicated, and all the rest must be ee sd; strate that, that is an entirely mistaken view of it 
they can have no claims to be Christians, because |Chrisiian religion, Yet so extensive ts the bufli- i 
they have embraced an erroneous or fulse systemjence w hic h school divinity bas bad upon the opin- ul 
ff Ch ris tunity. if Christianity consists of asys ‘Nie yns of men, and so strong are the prejudices 
ten die Mith and worship, what kind of Chrts stians j which still remain, that it will be epes ta bold ) 
ive those who have not embraced that system, who j assertion, fo say, thet the Se riptares lo not con- If 
ither do not anderstand it, or, understanding it, jtain any system of faith, worship, or alia nCes , it 
disboheve at, rejec tit as falee, and adopt a difler- ‘land that heliefin the first. and the observance of i 
eptsey-tem ?) Will yeu call therm false or errone- | the two last, are not enjoined, We Say systen of ii 
ous Coristians 2 You might as well talk about faith, which is entirely different from certair i 
atman’s having a false or erroneons son or bro-|principles, traths, maxims, and promises. | 
ther. It is admitted, that we are required to belteve 
Bat itmoy be said, that these filse- or errone-jin Christ, and in the gospel. And wherefore is i 
ous systems, all contain many principles and fea-jthis required?) Doubtless that we may have the ie 
tures of the true sy-tem ; thet th ey are not entire benefit of that belief; there can be no merit in 


ly erroneons. either is Mahometanism, the| believing. in, and of itself; faith is not an end, if 
Hindoo system, that of Zoroaster, of Confusins,|1is only a means. 
the Pintonie philosophy, the Grectan-and Roman| Ifthe gospel is intended to enlighten and in- 
mythology. Allof these contain some correct|struct mankind. to make them wiser and better, if 
principles, afford some light, and comprise some |is necessary that they should believe tn it, for a 
of the truths and maxims of Christianity ; andjof these advantages will be lost to those who re: 
several of them embrace the fundamertal princi |ject it. If itis intended to be a guide to our fe et, 
ile of all religious belief, the unity of God. jane to light us on our way through the dreary wil 
Ifan erroneous system of Christian ity, #8 still! derness of this life ; if tt contains promises, and 
Christianity, how far can yon differ from the | holds up to our view the glorious prospect of a 
standard of truth without forfe siting the Christi: 1n | happy immortality ; affording us sup port through 
character ? Has any one, or can any one, fix the life and consola ition in death, is it not important 
degree and extent of error, which can safely be that we believe in it ? If we reject it, how can 
indulged ?) Who can prescribe the bounds, and’ we derive any of these advantages fromit? It ie 
, thus far canst thou go, and no farther ?— apparentthatif we reject it, all these advantages 
Pinsis impossible. We repeat therefore, that ifiwiil be last; and this is evidently the reason why 
w system of faith and worship is communicated ewe are required to believe in Christ and in the 
the Seriptnres ; if it is essential to Christianity,’ gospel. But this object does not demand that we 
and constitutes the means by wiich mankind are, believe in a sy-tem of dogmas or theology, ard 
to be saved, through belief in the one and obser- ‘conse: jnently we are not required in the Se rip- 
vance of the othe: ‘r——in that case we say, those’ tures to believe in any theory of faith whatsoever ; 
who believe in any other system, however near neither i3 any such contained therein. Batit may 
tL may approach to the true one. yet, as it is not! ibe thought that thisis a position too bold to be as- 
the same, they cannot be censidered as Ciiris lians sumed without its being further supported.--We 
and have no chance of salvation. This is no new| propose, therefore, to bestow some observations 
position ; it as what all orthodox Christians, injupon itin our next number. 
prineiple, maintain ; alihongh st the present en- TRENCHARD. 
fightened age, they dare not openly ass rt it. — 
tut the motber charch has alw: ‘ys usserted this From the creatures of God, cs man learn wis 
principle, and acted enon it; and it forms the!dom.and apply himselfto the instruction they give. 


ataet 






































RELIGIOUS INQUIRER 


Fourth}: Re ecause itizsa Scheme th: it promi 


u- 
’ 


hicligions Fj wearer, ‘ses but little hope of success, 2 scheme which has 
‘ 443 sf ; . . ° ° 

~ . ” lattracted the attention of the Christian world at 
yi! “TART. ORS 8 CTL EDA\ OCTORER 12, joou. different perieds, on which thousands, yea, mil- 


ietures wisheh | have = ppeared i inthe In- 


The sia 






















lions of dotha 3 har e 


been expended, without pros 


ducing any lasting of rood effect. The ni: ny re- 


quirer against the Missionary Scheme, the educa- bufis the Missionary have met with, both in India 
i; ar f pions young men for “the ministry &e— and among the Indiaus in cur own country, ig 4 
bas i 8 ed the charge of Ini ei ‘position sure evidence it but little is to be expected 
fo the Gospel—and of being enemies to the cause from their exertions—and lastly. Because we 
of Righteousness. To these ahi we plead iind those, who have the management of these 
NOT GUILTY. Misstonary concerns, aod who have heretofore 
As far as we understand the scriptures, we do made great lamentations about the want of a 
most weg ‘beheve in them. Yea, we do, in LeaRNned and compe1ENT ministry ; now picking 
sincerity of heart believe all things, ** written in up young men destitate of that learucd competency 
the Law and in the P ropheis.””. Wealso receive and who alter a few weeks instruction in the Cal- 
with ongure: the soul reviving doctrine of eter- vintstic school, anda few months experience to 
nal clory, which shines forth in that life and im- ranning about from parish to parish, exhort 
' maattett brought to licht inthe Gospel, and our &c. are considered suthciently learned and compe- 
earnest desire, and labors are directed to the cul- tent to be sent out on a Mission to the Saudwich 
uvation of that righteousness which is by faith in ‘Islends, or elsewhere. 
Christ-—and is manifested in brotherly love, the; We shall always encourage those charities 
spirit of forgiveness, and the willingness to do io! vhich are commended in the Uible, and exhort ta 
4 others, as we woul! 1 others should do unto us.;those acts of benevolence, which it is our duty 
For the principles of the Gospel, and pure. and jas christians to perform. The scriptures imforin 
undefiled religion before God and the Father wejus, “But if any provide not for his own, and es- 
most earnestly contend, and should feet our selves | pecially for those of his own house, he hath deni 
: deserving of contempt and merited reproach. did je {the faith, andis worse than an infidel.’ We 
; we not as professors, and advocates of the causejolten find complaints in the Missionary papers of 
; of truth, do this with all becoming energy and |the destitute situation of numberless parishes ip 
i zeal. True it is that we are opposed to the Mis-jour own country, Why not see them supplied 
sionary Scheme, and that for ihe following, to uz, | first, before we send Mission: ari -subroad ? Are 
good reasons. not the souls of our own immediate friends worth 
First—Because these Missionaries, are general-}as much as those of the heathen \Why leave 
ly young men, almost entirely unacquainted with | these to perisa, to send a few men, who in num- 
the world, who are taken from various secular em-| bers at least, are not adequate to the great work 
ployments and who urged by some zealous divine |ot converting such a numerous people, possessed 
are indaced to give a little time in preparat ion foriof the most violent and settled prejudices, against 
this allimportant work ; which pr eparation con-|the christian religion, while those few are so 
sists in imprinting upon the mind certain senti- | nuch wanted at home ? 
ments that are peculiar to the sect to which they; There on 12 | been many lamentations in the Bos- 
belong -—In their ordination they are charged inj ton [Lecorder, and other P ipers, that there were 
the most solemn manner to propagate, support,ja number of learned and pious clergymen out of 
and cefend these sentiments, and they go forth!employment. Phere is something singular about 
avi as preachers of the Gospel—not as teachers this. ‘* Learned and pious clergymen” out of em- 
of that religion contained in the Bible, but as the! ployment, and yet, numbers of parishes, dest 












fic 


preachers of Calvinistic 
pre}! udices, 

Se condly— hose who are gent ont, appear no 
to be called of God, but chesen of ye th. 
who have 


_ ae ‘ Atioyre: 
dogmas—and Sectarian 


t 
¥ outh 
een urged in many instances contrary 
to their own feelings, some of whom: in natural 
cifts and qualifications seem not ade qrate to the 
work—-and all they know is what they hi ive been | 
taught in the Calvinistic school. 
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Phirdly~-—Because the Missionary | Sohne fur- 
nishes the means of exercising an undue infiu- 















































ence over the people in drawing fromthe mon-' 


ey needed for charitable purposes in theiy own 

vicinity ; and thus depriving them of the rkeans': 

ef doing good, when the y would have the ent is- 
linn of seeing and realizing the cood done. 


tate of a learned and competent ministry, and con 
isequentiy thousands of souls datly dropping inte 


perditton, Are these learned and pious minis- 
ters “lovers of souls,” and will they remain Ine 
and saffer men to perish eternally for want of their 
ilabors? Or are they LOVERS OF MONEY, and un- 
» less they can obtain it according to their wishes, 
S00 m may perish for all they care? Surely ii 
there were vacant iene 90 and those parishes 
able to give those learned and pious ministers a 
'eood salary, we should not hear of any being out 
of bic yyrment. Why not then, let this prous 
~}, 


rity be directed to those destitute societies, 
1e employment of those gentlemen who are 
lout of business, and thus thousands of our own 


;Kinsinan and countrymen may be saved. 











RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 199 


o — — e208 SS ee ewe ee —— - - - a a ee 





True religion as defined in the scriptures ‘is, |ness—and then to say, can charity be better em- 
fo visit the Fatherless and Widows in their afilic-; ployed ? Look next around the city and see what 
ion’’—~The Redeemer of the world has set before} numbers more might be added to this little family 
us an example of true piety and benevolence, in] who, saved from vice, may grow up to bless their 
the exercise of that heaven born charity which}benefactors. And I ask, cen there be a more 
seeketh the good of all men, ia every circum. {heavenly sight than to see those children suppor- 
stance of wretchedness, sorrow, or woe. In fol-|ted by your bounty, uniting with you on the sab- 
lowing the example of Him whose disciples we|bath to praise the eternal God, and whose infant 
profess to be, we shall visit the sick, have com-| prayers, shall invoke the blessings of Heaven on 
pvston on the poor, and do all in our power to|your head. 
relieve man from his miseries. Ifwelook around} ‘To ali the charities, with which religion can 
as, we shall fing an ample ficld for the exercise} warm the heart, we cheerfully subscribe, teach, 
of charity and every piows act. We shal? findjand exhort mento perform. Whether to furnish 
children growing up ia wretchedness and misery. |the means of education, religious instruction, or 
Phe sceds of vice, by pernicious example, taking|temporal benefit im this life, Universatists living 
dep root, in early infancy. We shall beheld or- jin the life and spirit of the gospel, are, or ought 
pans, in early infancy, thrown upon the world.|to be charitable, and kind, and ever ready to aid 











grow up myice. Would it not be an act ofjin every laudable and benevolent purpose. If, 
Christian virtue, nay, of Prery, to extend our) then, they are opposed to Misrionaries, it is be- ip 
charities toward these unfortunate ones—and save | cause they savour, too much of sectarian prejudi 


them trom impending wretchedness and ruin, es-|ces, and are rather designed to propagate parti 


pecially the female part? We assuredly think | cular dogmas and mysteries, belonging exclusively ) 
, e ° H is . © <i 

co. Would tt not be as well to clothe them, as the |to religious sects ; than the pure principles ofthe | 

) 





children of the heathen—-to educate them, as well] gospel. And if they refuse to give, it is, because 
1s to educate children thousands of miles distant ?|the system of begging has outstripped every thing 

It appears that there hi: been a society of la-|before known, depriving people of the means, or ; 
dies for some years in this city, associated for the | turning their attention from those necessary char- 
benevolent purpose of saving poor little female lities, which are wanted in their immediate vicini- 
orphans and others in wretchedness and misery, |ty--nay, vanted in their own families: for there 
yom ruin--to clothe them, educate them, and are instances in which young women have given 
ving them up inthe nurture and admonition of;eight or ten dollars for Missions, when perbaps a i 
ve Lord, and to make useful members of society. father, or some other connexion, was supported ( 
But is it not a matter of surprise, that in this pi- by the town in which they lived, and destitute of : 
ous city, when people are so anxious to save per: | comfortable clothing. ‘To these things, we are 
ishing souls, this society have had to struggle with opposed. But to the exercise of charity——picty— 
numerous difficulties, and they are pained with! or benevolence. according to the Word of ‘Truth 
the apprehension, that they shall not be able to we are the firm friends and supporters. 
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continue this benevolent work. If a word is said wanes 
about clothing Heathen children—-trunks of cloth- PARTING WITH FRIENDS. 


ing are furnished immediately —-if a young man 18] 4 Pidien fren de. Feaabila to Ain Mite 
to be senton a Mission, abundance dy clothes is| bipet gR tay eke , a a > 
provided at once. If atravelling converted Jew the death of his brother Mr. Joka Franklin. 9 
comes along, he can carry off an hundred dollars; F condole with you. We have lost a most dear 
ermore. If he proposes a cent society for the!and valuable relation.——But it is the will of God ™@ 
amelioration of the Jews, one can be formed im-|and nature, that these mortal bodies be laid aside, 
mediately, and money enongh collected ; and this! when the soul is to enter into veal life. This is 
too, by ladies who are filled with zeal to belong! rather an embryo state, a preparation for living. 
to those societies and to give money to be carried! A man is not completely born, until he be dead. 
abroad. Butto them, a society formed to snatch | Why then should we grieve that a new childs 
a female child from the arms of vice-——to imprint | born among the immortals—2 new member added 
on the tender mind the love of virtue, to see to their happy society’ We are spirits: that 
them grow upin usefulness and respectability in-! bodies should be lent us, while they can afford us 
stead of being outcasts in society, has no charms, } pleasure, assist ns in acquiring knowledge, or do- 
there is not sufficient piety, or religion in this, to'!ing good to our fellow creatures, isa kind and be- 
attract their attention. We wonld ask those, who' nevolent act of God. When they become unfit 
are so anxious todo something for God, and to, for these purposes, and afford us pain instead of 
ive something for the salvation of souls, to visit pleasure ; instead of an aid, become an incum. 
those six hittle girls, supported by female benevo-|brance, and answer none of the intentions for 
leace, that they may see the order and regularity | which they were given, itis equally kind and be 
in which they are kept, the strict attention tojnevolent that away is provided by which we may 
their education, the virtuous and correct habits:getrid of them, Death is thet way. We our- 


which they imbibe, the prospect of fature useful-!selves, in some cases, prndently choose a partio! 
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death. A mangled, painful limb, which cannot be restor- ** Che Pather lovcih the Son, ond bat) civen all things into 
ed, we willingly cut ofi—He who placks out a tooth, his hand. He that believeth on the Son hath everiustir 
parts withit freely, since the pain goes with it; and hej fue; and he tiat believeth not the son shall wot sec lit 
Who quits the whole body, parts at once with all pain, eed {but the wrath of God alideth on him.” 

all sagen of pains and diseases it was hable to, or} Br Benramin Whittemore, the concluding Lraver. 
eapable of making him suffer. 10th. Ap pointed Brs. Joha BE. Palmer, Isane Whitmal! 


Our Peele and we were invited abroad on a party of'and Asa i’ Test, ac “Orit les to visit the Woestern A ss0Chu 
j 


uv 
pleasure, Which is to last forever. His chaise was ready tion to be holden in the town and county of Oisego, N. 3 
first, and he is gone bejore us. We could not all conven-j ou the first Wednesday and Thursday of June, 1822. 
iently start together ; aad why should you wand Phe eres -| bith. Appoiuted Brs. Robert Bartlett, S.C. Lovelan: 
ed at this, since we are soon to follow, and hnow where} 7 — h, and Ehias Smith, a comunittee to visit the North 
to fad lun! Adicu. = Association, to be holden in Barre, Vt. the first Wed 
oa “ ry end Phursday in October next, Tt 
PROCEEDINGS a 12th. Appointed brs. I. Ballou, R. Streeter and Johsaa 
; ti iaeg, a Committee to visit the Fastern Association, to be 
ie, lholicn in Waterville, Maine, on the first Wednesday ana 
GENERAL CONVENTION OF UNIVERSALISTS, iy. : —_“ : 
; Phursday in June, Jo20. 
Seed es a c ar beac ; | Sth. Appointed Brs. H. Ballou, 2d, Elias Smith, anc 
NEW-ENCLAND STATES, AND OTHERS » | Thomas Whittemore, «Committee to viect the Southern 
IN ANNUAL stssSION i Association, to be holden at Western, Vass. on the second 


Wednesday in December next. 
ith. Adjourn d until Ph ursday, So’clock, A.M. PB: 


AT WARNER, N.H. 





September UGih and Wik, Lo22. cr by Br. George W. Brooks. 

The Ministers and Delecates composing the Convention toth. Phursday morning met according to adjournment 

met at the hall of Br. —-- George, on the cventng of the Prayer by Br. Lemuel Willis 
lith, and opened the Council with solema and devout; 16th. The Committee appointed to consider reques's 
ae iy br. Samuel C. Loveland. And, for letters of fellowship or ordination, reported that it ta 
. Chose Br. Hosea Ballou, Wedecator. | expedi rent to grant letters of fellow ship to brs. Thomas PF, 
ey ( ei Br. S.C. Loveland, aad Br. Hosea Ballou,| King, city of New-York,--Linus S, verett and Joseph 
2d. Clerks. | Bradle *y, Hudson, N, Y—Lemuel Willis and Dolphus 


3d. Proceeded to read and examine the letters from va-. Skinue ry Re ading, Verroont—Hiram B, — ke, Brook 
rious societics, and the credentials of tue delegates, which ‘tield, Mass—-Asa Wheaton and \lassena BR, Dal! ¥ Bosteots 
furnished just occasion for rational joy of heart, and grati- | Mass —Hubbard H, Winchester, Halifax, \ 2 and Geers 
tude to our common Father in heaven, for the prosperity W, Brooks. 


which he has kindly sent to our Sion the year past. | 17th. Voted to accept the report. 
4th. Pursuant to requests from Societies in Cambridge- | 16th. Adjourned to attend public services. 
port, (Mass.) New-London and Wilmot, N. H. and Straf- Order of Morning Service. 


ford, (Vt.) to be received into the fellow: ship of the general Br r. 8, C, Loveiand, the introductory Prayer. 

convention. Voted, that said requests be granted. | Br.§, Sire eter, the sermon, trom 1 John, tii, 3,“ And 
5th. Chose Brs. Sebastian Stree ter, Hosea Ballou, and every man that hath this hope in him, purilieth bimis 

Russell Streeter, a committee to attend to re quests, either} even as He is pure.”’ 

gor letters of tells wWShID, or jor ordinati ‘iy and to re p rt} br. D. Slaunne tr, the concluding pray r. 

ereon. Order of the Afternoon Service. 

PGth. Adjourned until the morning of the 1SthatC o'clock, Br. Joshua Flagg, the introductory prayer. 

~M. Prayer by Br. Elias Smith. | Or. Hosea Baliou, the sermon, trom Psalms xIvi. 4- 


7th. Met on the moiuing of Wednesday; Prayer by Br.“ There is a river the streams whereof shall make glad (us 
BYosea Batlou. : ‘ city of our God.” 
p th. Catled on the committces which were appointed; Br. R, Bartlett, the concluding prayer. 
“Jast year to visit the several assocsations in connexion with | Order of the Evcning Serrice. 
the General Convention, who gave favorable represe nta-| Br. R, Sireeter, the introduc tory prayer. 
tions concerning the good work of the Kedeemer’s grace; Br. 1, Whitnall, the sermon, from Acts xx, S2—* Ar 
in the north, the south, the east, and the west. jnow, brethren. | commend you to God, and to the word of 
vth. Adjourned to attend public services. "The order!his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give 
of the morning service was as follows— ua inheritance among all them which are sanctified.’ 
Br. Kittridge Haven, the introductory prayer. Be. H, Winchester, the concluding prayer. 
Br. Hl. Ballon, 2d. the Sermon from Rom. 1.25. Who 19th. Appointed Dr. HW, Ballou to arrange the Mis» 


changed the troth of God jato a tie, and worshipped and of this session and accompany the same wath : Ciren 
served the creature more than the Creator, who 13 Diessed} Letter, and to publish the whole in the Universalist Mag 


fur ever. Amen.” ine us soon as Convenient. 
Jr. Asa Priest, the concluding prayer. ZOth. Voted to request the Editors of all the perindic 
dflernoon Service. papers of our order, to insert the Minutes and Circular «at 
br. Sebastian Streeter, the introduct tory Pra yer. large in their respective pubheations 
Br. Elias Smith, the sermon from Waniel vii. 13,14. 2let Adjourned the General Convention, to be holden 


* And I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the |in Clinton, N. ¥. on the third We dnesday and ‘Thursday ia 
son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to| September, 12. 
the Ancient of Days, and they brought bim near before} Prayer, by our aged and much respecter! brother, Wm. 
















un. And there was given to him dominion, and glory, | Fairwell, HOSEA BALLOU, Moderator 
ind a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, SAmMvunLC, Lovenann, ? Clerk 
ehonld serve him : his Comiaion ts an evelasting dominion,| losxna Bannow, 2d. 5 “ 
-tnch shall not pass away, anc s kinedo . ‘ ° 
i shall not pass iy, and his kingdom that which Circular Letter in our next Number 






Hinot be destroyed.” 


Concluding Prayer, Br. John E. Palmer 











Brvening Service, on iVednesday. NOTICE. as 
Br. Russell Streeter, the introductory Prayer. UL Letters for the *- INQUIRES, ia feture are, 
Svivanus Cebb, the sermon. from St J sha, ij 111. 95, 06. | 10 he dire: ted t othe E DITOR 






















